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THE LATEST NEWS,

RECEIVED BY

MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH.

CONVICTION FOR RESCUING A FUGITIVE
SLAVE.
Mitwarkee, Mouday, Nov. @0, 1854,
The trial of Jobn Ryeroft, who was indicted fur an

alleged participsiion in the rescuo of the fagitive |

slave Grover from the custody of the Mambhal of
Michigan, in April last, oocupied the attention of the
U. 8. Distriet Court on Friday aad Saturday—Jadge
Miller presiding. The prisouer was convictad.
Messrs. Knoeland & Hull, brokers, of this city,

suspended payment to-day.

S - R
STABBING AFFRAY IN BOSTON.
Bostos, Monday, Nov, 20, 1854,
An affray took place this afternoon st the sallors
boarding-house of John Butcher, in North-st., during
{b? ?-i = w“of'”ns:;::ud’d‘ inn u?:ﬁ‘;'
elly, wence of w ;
It.,mum Leith was the ssoond mute of the
ship Btaffordshire

T T o, the. aew sbip
rocently sbi as second mate of the new »
e e theayer. 'Tis belongad in Bristol, R. I.
Kelly was arrested.

e e
RAILROAD ACCIDENT.
PuiLaperruia, Monday, Nov. 20, 1854,

The Harrisburg train on the Columbia Railroad
was throws off the track when sbout twenty-four
miles from this ¢ity. Ouveof the passenger cars wu
rolled down ;a m}n&imt, and cunphuklrnmnkon
to pisces. one ¢ passengers wera ki , but
peveral wore severely ivjured—among them the Rev.
Mr. Wheat, a Baptist minister of this city. He was
hit in the back by the water-tank, by which his spine
was badly burt.

—_— - ——
CINCINNATI MONEY MARKET.
Ciscinmati, Monday, Nov. 20, 1854,
Money matters continue te improve bere, and confi-
dence is n:ridly guuing strength. Exchuoge is de-
clining, acd buyers are refusing to buy it st 1§ par
cent. premium, Gold bas also declined 1o 1) per cent.

uIm.
Hogs are firmer, %000 were sold at §3 62 to 84,
One thousand barrels of prime Lard, deliverable in

November and December, were sold at #lo.

—_——————

POWDER EXPLOSION.
Barrmone, Monday, Nor. 20, 1854
house of Jaooh Juhnson, in Marlboro’
township, Montgomery County, Pa., containing two
tuns of gunpowder, exploded this morning, killing
Henry Whistler and Josiah, hisson. The bullding
was entirely destroyod.

The Sontheru mail, ns Iaste as due, bas bean ro-
eeived, but it brings no news of any importance.

No more (ailures have occurred here o day. Ser-
eral smal] ones took place on Ssturday.

David Stewsrt & Sou's paper is uﬂhzl at 50 cents
o the dollar,

LOWNESS OF THE OHIO RIVER.
Waeeriso, Mooday, Nov, 20, 1854,
The Ohio River is very low at this plees, there
being but thirty-elght inches of water. Swall clasa
ban!:u are now takiug freight and passengers for Cia-
einnati,

The dryi

B IR o
OLD CAMBRIDGE. BRIDGE.
Bosron, Mouday, Nov, 20, 1854,
The reopening of tho old Cambridge Bridge, one of
the principal uﬁhfuu hetwoen Boston and
Cmgﬂdan, was oclobrated thia evan!lggh s graond
toroblight procession, fireworks, &e. ® bridge has
been closed several months for extensive repairs,
——

POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE.
—

NEW-YORK STATH ELECTION RETURNS—[ Official]
VUTE FOR CANAL COMMISSIONER.
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MAINE
The resn't of the Congr-s nal glaction ia Maine |
hes mot bess decls »e by O Fovernor and Coansil )

Jugality of cert # throwu in Arosto ik Coanty,
which embracs fes 0 much vuportsacs Tae
teo prominent - re ot Augasea are Masra
Milliken f'ih-pn‘;l_ van | Faller |.fjurn Damacrat)
who have been #ith conusel uafurs the Ewscative, |
end preectited ther claims io & bandesme mannar, |
Indicationm are appareut that o sction #.l be teaken |
in the matter until the opivion of the Justices of the
Bapreme Judicial Coart had been wskod on certaia
returns in the caso. nud otbers of like cusracter.

i —

L VERMONT.

The oflicial eanvass fir Ropresentatives tu Congress
from Vesmont in ap fo lows: ’

Ist Distric-—Hew, Jouws Mescham, (Rapublican
P96, B W Jowett (Neb | 3,494, o-heors, 174, Ms-
Jority for Mescham 4,984

.Ild Distric'—Justin Morrill [Repidliean) 9,339; J.
W. D. Parker, (Neb.) 5,258, O. L Sasfrer (Rpadli-
ean) 2 447 vthers, 36 M joricy for Marrill 39

114 District—Alvah Sabis, (Bepadlicsn) 7,362; W,
Heywood, (Neb.) 3,608, others 53 Majority for Sa-
bin, 4,221,

The mejority of the regular Republicea candidstes
over all others in 9,262,

DELAWARE.,
The Wilmingten Kepuidican vf the 20th saye that l

the mewbers of the Legislsrurs fron Nawcsatie
County are all friendly to the eosatwent of & Pro-
bibitery Ligaor Law. The Repaslicin thiska that
the most of those elected in Kaut, aod some io Sas
Bex, Are Lot 8verse to & protihitory law, praviding
the Inrger portion of the peopls wish oas ensoted.
Therefore it has beeu sugeosted tha: the Lagisaturs
ase &l wct iu the first or secon]l week of the sevsion
o hold an elecuon in ten or fitess days from that
time, to test tho suuse of ue people Lu regard to the
anlliun.

Iu Newcnatle County the American party slectad
two Senatars, #x  Represeptatives, a  Sheriff,
Corover, and five Lary Court Comanss oner, leaviog
the Democrats oue Represcutative snd oun menbar
to the Levy Court i Kout the Amarioans alected
one Senstor, s Representatives, the Coroner and all
the members of the Levy Coart, with the sxeeption
of one who Les & tis vou ; leavieg the Demoarats
ope Bepator, one Heproseutative aod the Steriff.  lo
Bupsex County 1he A rican pary slosted avery man
an the ticket, lvaviug the opposition notuing.

—
VIRGINTA,

On the 4th Thuredsy of May naxt tha votars will
tave to elict & Goveroer, 8 Lieutsnsut-Governor,
and an Attorney Geoarsl, tossrve four years—mom-
bers of Cougress sud the Leyislatare.

MASSACHUSETTS,

The Iatest te give the af Know-
Nothings eiected to the Lesivsare ss 355 —Woigs 4
Free Soil or Republican 1, Domocent 1 L6 i st
that fwo of the four Whics vlxima! a8 s10h are anm-
berw of the Know Nothing order, aad that the Repah.
liewn and Dewooratic meabers ars both Keow- No-
thinge. Hirnm € Brown of Toiland, 1s the oaly l

1

=

D«mmur chioesn to the Hoimen. Hals #sid 1o have
been elected by the Know Nothiogs, sud to have
voted their licket, |

Berkahira County has voted —Yess 2741, Nays |
4,938 —pol 10 remove Lhe county seal trom Loenox o |
Pittefieid. |

Rumor bas it that Aedrew W Richmond, of
Adama, in to be President of the Seoate, and Chomas |
Drew, of The Worceater Spy, Ulerk. Ton Houss,
on Lhe sams authorite, is to be organized by toe
choice of Anthony K Uhass, ot Herdwick, ss
Bpeaker, sug Simon P Hans womb as Cierk. ‘

——
NEW-HAMPSHIKE,

The Sham Demmcratic solt doisasof the 111 Distelet |
have renominated Gworgs W Morrison for Congress, |
Mores Norris, & supporter fiom the atart, of the Na-
brusks bill was Prosident of tue Couvestion, sad all
the proe edings were controllsd by the reugh-psoed |
baugers ou of e Adwiui rativ. |

—— - —
MISSOURL

The Buprems Court tas prunounced the Sunday
Liquor Luw constitutionsl,

—
OHIO,

The following is the vuwner of veles osat by the
Westorn Kesorve Cousties (thy grent strongha'd of
Freedoi) lor Judge of the Suprows Codrt st the ro-
cent election:

Countiee, Bwan Rep. Norrie Neb  Majoricy.
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ILLINUIS,
Our Chicsgo exorsnges make the rewill ia the |
Vilth District eloser than st first roported. 1t will
probsbly require the official canvass to deoide tae
contest bitwesn Archer sud Alles, the Hepublican |
and Nebrasha candiietes.

BROOKLYN CITY JUDGE—AN OUTRAGE, |
it

No doubt if the annake of political jugglery esn
show a weaver set than haa just buen practised io the
City canv e at Brook]yn.

E DM Culver snd Samael B Johoson wars the op-
posing candidates for the office of City Judge Tha
canvass sbowed 10 585 for Jalver, and 10,512 for
Johneon; giviog Mr. Culver, atier all the shesting, |
stietching, rhortening, holding back snd delay of |
eight days, a clear majority of 7 How w getcid of |
this majority required snothor threa daya’ Isbor, It
wan finally dove by refusng to sliow o Mr Caolver |
450 votes, returned ns east for him by the name of
“E, D. Culver”  Of thess 550 voiea, 163 wors ac-
tunlly cast for him by bis fall name, snd by mistage or
otherwise, the luspectors returued them oot as the |
baliots indicsted tor Erastas ). Calver, but for E. 1. |
Culver.

Mr. Calver produced the Inspoctors before the |
Bowd, sid sskel that they wmght be permitted to
amend their return, and aurex s spocimen ballot, to
show that be was *voted for by bis fall name. He |
offered to show that the other eighty-two voles ware |
cast and intended for bi; thet e was slmoest uni- |
versally kuown and addresed by the namsof E D.
Calver; thst po other caodidsta bat himssif waa in
pemioation by tbat oame; atd tst there *as 00 other
one of his oeme or with those Laitisls ia the City or
State. Al these offers were rofused, aod the very
megnanimous Board, by one wajority, rejectol toe
GE D, Calver” ballots, aud deciared Johoson |
elected. This was dove «ith the law before them,
showing that for the last foriy years bailots with well-
koown initials have alesys becn allowed to the ons
for whotn the voturs intended thea

We are bappy ta learn that Mr Johason refises to |
take the pest under such cirenmstanses bolding the
copduct of e volowtesr frievds in much the same
light that tho Marylaud slyvehoider did that of Com- |
missioner lugrsham, who, iu b geal 8 do s mean
act, returned o man to him as his slave, which the |
Marylandir refused to receive, having vever owaed
bim.

We doubt if ap officer in tha whalo State has been
clocted who epcountered a fiercer maligaity from
lager beer-shops, Irish porter-hoassd. ani driokiag
Whigs, than did Mr. Cuiver; and, voasidering bis
positions on the great guesiione of the day, there is
pope over whose saccess we mare beartily rejoice.

He will, we learn, take immedista steps to briag
the matter before the Court aad 0o SSao mas doabts

the result.
Pukr Braspy.—Since the Freosh Goveramuui |
have forbidden the distillation of cervals. & vary sctive |

wp here for raw whicky sand
mdrr:‘:‘ o '”“'l::a marerially advigesd !

with lasge freight emgagenmots for France. Whea it
comes back it will mot be recogaized, either by the |
smell, taste, or price. |
The electors of New Oriun.n&uﬁ,nlod om |
the ?wl.i»tnf License or N+ Licenss Tae voie |
stood. for License, 7,700, sgeiust if, 2 358—majorky
for License, 5342,

| of & lazge sreemblage of ladies and gentiemen.

| We now thank Thee especially for all Thy favors ex-

| ual, De with us at this time; and be with bim who

| our duily bresd. Forgive us our trespasses as we

| to copstruct the clifis which raise their bastions

| fashioved imto s residence for man Science may

| regions of nebular fieids of light, whose distance no

| iabut & faw ceaturies since be was called into exist-

NEW-YORK HISTORICAL ROCTETY.

SEMI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, |

e

ME. BANCROFT'S ORATION.
——-————

THE DINNER—SPEBCHES. |

The Semi-Centennial Annivarsary of the Naw. |
York Histarical Society wan celebraiad yoater-
day afterncon, st Niblo's Fucater, in the preseace |

At 2 o'clock P. M. the members of the Society
sssembled at the Library-rosms in the Univer-
sity, where their guesta were received and in-
troduced by the Heception Commitiee to the
Hon, LUTHPR Brapisi, Presideat of the So-
ciety. In balf sa bour thereafior the Society,
with their guests, formed in procession and pro-
ceeded to Niblo's Theater.

The parquette was reserved for membera of |
the Society, and the stage for the guests from
abroad and sumerous litersry celebrities of the
City.

Among the geatlemen who occupied the stage |
we noticed the Rav, Dr. Ferris. Chancellor of the
Uviversity; President King, of Columbis College;
the Rev. Drs. Adams, Van Pelt, snd Mathews;
Erastus C. Beaedict, President Bosrd of Ednes-
tion; Ald. Chanpeey, the Rev. Drs. Koox, De
Witt, and Osgood; Mr. Peet, President Deaf and
Dumb Institution; Peter Cooper, Gen. Wet.
more, J. 8. C. Abbott, Delegate of the Maine
Historical Bociety; Augustus Schell, the Rev.
G. E. Eilis, the Rev. W, P. Lunt, Wm. C. Bry-
sot, Dr. Bethupe. Mr. Whitebead, Delegate
New-Jersey Historisal Society; Prof. Geo. W,
Greene, Dr. Stevens, Presideat Medical Colloge;
the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Dr. Underhill,
Surrogate Dradford.

The first, second and third tiersof the spacions
buildiog were densely crowded with an audioncs
of ludies and gentlemen—every availsble place
from which s view of the stage could be had be-
ing oecupied.

The chair was taken by the Hon, LuTHER BRA-
sy, President of the Bociety. Upon the en-
trance of the procession, Dodworth's Baad, led
by Harvey B. Dodworth, performed selections
from the Opern of | Puritani.

The PRESIDEST then came forward and said:

Ferrow Mexnens or THE Socikry—Lanigs AxD
Gestiemes: Filty years have rolled their ceaseloss
tide aloug the ourreut of time, since a few walightened
mwen laid, in weakness, but with wisa forsthonght, the
foundation of the New-York Historical Society, That
luetitution, thromgh varying fortume, and ever-in-
erensing effort and expanding ussfulness, has alrsady
reached the close of the first half-century of its ex-
istence; and wo are pow assembled to celebrate the
first Semi Centennial Annltsrurg of its origin. The

il i

ence, sd yot the stady of his natare and his destiny
surpaases all else tha: can engnge bis thoagha. As
the end of a period which bas but given new proo!
1bat uncessing movement s the eonditioa of all daite
existence, we aru called spoa to obsarve the gensral

| character of the changes in his state. Our minds
| irresiatibly tarm to conaider the laws, the clroni-

stances and the prospects of bis being; we are led 12
inquire whether his facuities and his relstions te the
sniverse compel Lim to n stesdy coamse of Lmprove-
ment; whether, in the aggregste, b has sctmally
made advances, and what hopes wa may checiah re-
specting his future. 1 shall speak to you of the
wzcEswTY, the REaLiTy and ihe rroMiss of the pro-
grees of the race.

I. Sizce everything that is limitad is in parpecual
change, the condition of our race ia oge of growids
or of deeay. It is the glory of man that he is con-
scioms of this law of his existance. e alone ia gified
with reason whish looks apward aa well as before and
after, and connects bim with the world that is not dis-
cerned by the sensen.  He alone has the faculty 8o to
combine theught with affection, that he can Iift ap his
heast and feei pot for himeelf only, bat for his broth-
rep and bis kind. Every man is in substance oqual
to bis fellow-man. His sature s changed nelther by
time nor by country. He bears no marks of having

| risen to his present degree of parfection by successive
s ions from infen xuu:

tr 1 but by the psea-
lisrity and superiority of his powers ha shows him-
self to bave been creatwl separata and distinct from
all other elasses of animal life. Ha is neither n-
erating into such differences 83 could in the end no
longer be classified together, sor rising into s higher
species.  Each member of the race b ia will, affiee-
tion, and intellect consubstantial with every other, no
paseion. oo nole or degrading affection, no geasroas
or selfish impulee, has ever , of which the
t!rn does not exist in every breast. No science has
evn reached, no mm:ﬁcm. no truth diseov-
ered, which has not from all time existed potentially
in every humsn mind. The belief in the progress of
the race does not, therefore, spring from the suppossd
ibility of bis soquiring uew faculties, or coming
inte the posseasion of & new oAb

Sull leas does truth change, They speak falsoly
who say that truth is the dsaghter of time; it is the
child of eternicy, and as old as the Divine mind. Tha
{..«-m tion of if takes place in the order of time; truth
teelf knows nothing of the sasces-ion of ages.

Neither doss morality nued to perfeet itself; It is
what it always bas beon, and always will he.  1ts dis-
tinctions are older than the sea or the dry iand—than
the earth or the sun. The relation of good to evil is
from the beginning is unalterabl

Tha progress of mas consists in this, that he himself
arrives at the pnmrl.imof truth. The Divine mind,
which is its source, left it to be discovered, developed,
and .p{-ropmud by finite creatures.

The life of an individual is but a bresth; it comes
forth like a lower, and fAees like a shadow. Were no
other proaress, therefl ble thaa that of the in-
dividual, one age would have little advantage over
another. But as svery mau partakes of the same fae-
ulties, and is cousubatantial with all, it follows that
the race also has an existence of its own, and this ex-
istence becomes richer, more varied, rm, u‘q oo':l

The comparative anatomist has stndied, analyzed, and
classified svery specics of vertehrate existeace 1 ¢
found now on eacth, in the air, in the rivers, in the
deep, o among the fomil remains of lost for os of
being: and he aiscovers that they all withoat excep-
tiun sre snalogous: so that the indnction hacomas ir-
roeitible, thet an arehetype exsted previoms to the
creation of the first of the kind

Shall we then hesitate to heliove that the systam of
law likewise pervades the morsl workl ! Wa eannot
shut our eves to the established fact, that an idedd, ar
archietspe, preseribed the form of animal lifs; and
shall we Get Lalieve that the typs of sl lnsallectanl
life likewise exista in the divine mind !

1 know that there is a pride which calls this fatal-
i#m, apd which rebels at tt o taoaght thet the will of the
Futher of life should control what be has made, There
are those who must needs assert for theiz individaal
selves the constant possession of that powsr which
the great Engliah peet represents the bad angels wo
bave lust heaven for ones attempting to gaurp; they
are not content with being gifted with the facalty of
discarning the counsels of God, and becoming happy
by conforming to his decrees, bat claim the priviiege
of acting inug:un of those decrwes.  Not satisfied
with having been created in bis mql:e. thay asnise
the liberty to countersct His will, They do not por-
coive that cosuical order depends on the amiver
sality and absolute csrtainty of law, that for that end
events in theit course are pot merely ns Gxed ae Ararat
ard the Andes, but follow lawa toal are muah older
than Andes or Ararat, that are as old as those which
upbeaved the mountains. [he giory of God is not
coutingent ou man's good will, bat all existence sub-
serves his purposes.  The order of the un verse is as
n celestial poem whose beauty is frem all eternity,
and must not be marred by human interpolations.
Things as they were ordered, in their nice, aad
well-adjusted, and perfect harmony—so that as the
band of the akilful artist rs music from the harp-
strings, history gathers it from the will tuned chords of
time. Not tlnl:. h‘ij- harmony m-ga heard Ih:l:;\'_lnll
are passing. Philossphy comes after events, gives
the reason of them, sud describes the nature of their
results, great mind of collective man, may,
one day, mrive at self conscionsness, s0 s to intar
pret the present, and foretel the future, but as yet
the sum of present actions, though we vurseives take
part in them, reems shapeless sad unintell ble. Bat
all s one whole; men, systems, nations, lﬂ race, all
march in acvord with the divise will; and whea say
part of the destiny of humanity is fulfilled, we see the
ways of Providence vindicated. The antagonisma of
imparfect matter and the perfect idea, of liberty and
pecessary law become reconciled. What seemed ir-

ional confusion, app sathe web woven by
light, liberty and love. But this is not seen till 8 grest
act io the drama of life s Gnished. The b",“ of the
patriarch, when he desirid to behold the Divinity face
to face, was depied; but be was able to caloh &
of Jebowah, after he had passed by: and so
it goes with our search for Him in the processes of
life, Itis whem the bour of contiict is , that
Listory comes to & right understanding of the strifs,
und is ready to exclaim: ' Lo! God is bers, and we
“ kpew ltnot.”" At e foot of every page tn the an-
nads of time, may be written, ' God reigua.” Events
as they pass away ' proolaim their Great Origioal; '
aud if you will but listen revoreatly, you way hear
the receding ceuturies na they roll into the dim dis-
tances of departed time, rrlul]y chanting * Tk
Dsvw Lacpaxvs, ' with all the choral voies of the
countl EIeg of the agea.

glimpee

lete as time sdvances. Common sense imp
{0 “rim' that each individual is to coatribute
sume ehare toward the general intelligence.
many are wiser than the few; the waltitude than the
philosophier; the race than the individual; sad each
puccessive Age than it predecossor, : X

The social condition of & century, its faith, and its
institutions, are always snalogous w ite acqaisitions,
Neither philosophy, nor gevernment, nor political -
stitutions, nor religious knowledge, can remain much
bekind, or go much in advance, of the totality of con-

exervises of the occasion w d_ with
prayer, by the Rev. Dr. De Witt, the first Vice Prosi-
went of the Bociety.

The Rev. Dr. DE WiTT then sddressed the

Throne of Grace in the fellowing prayer:

0, Theu high and holy Oan, wuo inhabit=st atar-
pity and immensity — Soversign ruler and Lord of
all, Thine ia the kingdom, the poawer, and the
glory. We bow before Theo at thy footstnol, Thy
throne is fouunded on justice and judgmect; and we
thauk Thew that to us sineers, merey and trath wait
before Thee, and that wo may unw::ruwh Thee in
the nawe of Him who bas abilished death, and by
His gospel birought |ife and immortality to light. Wae
thank Thes for all the mercies of which we partake
individually, and iu oar domestic and social mlations.

tended us, and for all Thy blessings poured forth
upou the pople of these now United States.  We re-
virt to paat conturies, and to the time when the first
Colovies were settled, and when they came berp with
the open Bibie, the open school, snd the opsn
ssnctunry. And pow, s we romember the
Haod, so fuM of blessings, we realize that it
isshaking like Lebanon; and that the vioe which Thoa
bast planted, has taken deep root; that the sesd then
sown haa aprung up and grown to & tree, and spread
ite branches, umil from sea to sea it is bearing its
fruit, sed the fruit thercof shall be for the healing of
the pations. We would hold in memory our ances-
fors—ihe wise in coupsel, the valisnt in the field,
Wo would remember thoas members of this society
who took se noble s past inthe great stroggle for Lib-
erty: thoso vames conepicuus m the formation of our
bapyy Constitution, under which we have dwelt so
uietly aud prosperonsly. And, io view of sll these

| blees Dge, we would say “Lo! what hath God wrought!
| May that Censtitution and those laws be overthis

May wisdom and

its glorious defeuia’
Wa

oouniry
be the etability of our times.

knowledge

| aze required to pray for all that are in suthor

ty: ard eo we pray for all who rale over us nnd,
moke our laws, that they may be men fesring

(iod, bating covetousness, and blessing all the puople
over whomn they preside. We are met at this time in
commemorati m of the anniversary of tha New-York
Historical Society. We thank Thee for the growth
aud the success which bas attended heretofore, and
which are attending it now. Grant Thy blessing
upon it in time to come. So bless kindred institutions
—all institutions ln sesreh for materials to keep alive
the history of our county, Bless all institations do- |
signed 1o spread education, montal, moral sud spirit-

has consented to address us on this oceasion, And
may we all so filled with the spirit and resolves of
those men, s to be incre in patriotism and phi- !
Janthropy. All of which we ask in the usme of vur

divive aud precions Redeemer J eeus Chirist, who taught
8 to say—Our Father who art in heaven, ballowed |
be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Uhy will be done,
ou carth aa it is doue in beaven. Give us this day

forgive those who trespass agains: ns.  And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from avil. For |

| Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen. |
The Band then performed sa Overture, com-

posed expresaly for the occasion, emblematic of
the three nations under whose rule the Siate of
New-York was fonnded and has sinee progressed—
firet the Duteh, secoud the Euglish, and lastly the
American. It was loudly spplauded.

The orator for the occasion, the Hoa. GEORGE
BANCROFT, was then introduced by the Presideoat,
snd proceeded to deliver the following

ORATION:
Broruras. Ouests anp Fuiesps or Tae New-Yorx His
TOKICAL SOCIETT:

Wo are sssembled to celebrate the completion
of & half century, unequaled iu its discoveries and |
ita deeds. Man is but the creaturs of yesterday, |
and Bty years form & great leagth in the chain of |
Bis entire existence. Other topics sttract the ia-
quirer @who would go back to remotest aatiquity, |
The student of the chronology of the earch maysit |
onthebluffsthat overhang the Mississippi, and muse |
on the wyriads of years during which the powers
of nature have been depositing the materials of
itadelts. Fe may then, by the aid of induction,
draw still pearer % the beginnings of time, as he
weditates on the succession of ages shat assisted

over the stresm; or to bury in oowpact layers
the fern-like forests that have stored the bosom
of the great valley with coal; or to erystalize
the abcient limestone into marble; or, st sl
eatlier epoch, to compress Hquid masses of the
globe into seams of granite. But the recordsof these
transitions gein their chief intermst from their llas-
trating the changes through which our plaget was

roam into the sbysses of the past, when the
carth moved silently in its eourses without
obeervers; just o it may reach thoss farof

bers that the b facultive may grasp can io-
telligibly express. Put as the sublime dwells 0t in
space, 8o it dwells not in duration. The cccasion in-
vites us te contemplats the higher subject of mas. It

temporary inteiligence. The nage furnishes to the
master-workman the matenials  with which he
builds. The outbreak of a revolution is the
pulsation of the time, healthfal or spasmodic, s
cording to its harmony with the exlating sam of

| buman knowledge. Each pew philosophical eys-

LS

IL It is becauss God is visible in history that ita
oftice in the noblest except that of the poot.  The
E«el is &t ouce the interproter and the favorite of
eaven. 1o catches the tirst beam of light that fows
from ita uncrested source. o repeais the msessge
of the Iofinite, without always being able to snalyze
it, and often without knowiog bow he recsived it, or
why he was selected for its ntterance. Bat history
vields in dignity to bim alone, for it uot onl
watches all the great enceunters of life, but

what hnd vanisbed, sud partaking of a bliss like that
of creating, restores it to animated beiog. The min-

eralogist takes special delight in contemplating the |

provess of crystalization, wa though he bad caaght
nuture st her work as & goometrician; givig bersell
np to be gazed at without concealinont such as slie
in the very mowment of action. Buat history,

of tae p r's
state in which we are,

umul-hnlmimgrlg_lb
.

of public thought. in

as she reclines in the 1ap of etarnity, sess the mind of
b itself exgaged in formative efforts, eon-

man's natural state at this i but it meit
should be, uor ¢an be his anenut state. It caanot
be bis permansnt state, for social exiatence is tlowing
on in eternal motion, with pothing fixea but the cer-
tainty of change. Now, by the uecessity of the case,
the moyement of the human mind, taken collectively,
in always toward something better. Thers etista in
ench wdivicual, alongside of bis own
ideal man who represents the race.
witkin himself the consciousness that his life is & strog-
lo: and at every momont he feels the antagonisn

tween Liis own limited nature and the batter life of |

which ke concoives. He ¢ atate & prop
respecting a finite object but it includes also & rofer-
ence to the infinite. He canpot form a judgment,
Lut it combines ideal truth aud partial error, aud, s
& conseuence, s2ts in action the antagouism betwesn
the true and the ject on the oos side, and the
false and the imperfect on the other; aud in this cou-
test the trae aud the perfect must prevail, for they
Lisve the sl vantage of being perenuial.

In public life, by the side of the sctnal state
of the world, there exists the ideal state toward
which it should tend. Bhils antagonism lies at the
fonndat of all politicl parties that ever hava
been or ever can be formed clemants on
which they rest, whether in monarehics, aristoers-
cies, or in republica, are but three, not one of which
can be wanung, or society falls to ruin.  Tha course
of human destiny is sver & of three strands. A
party may foun itsell on things as they are, and
etrive for their unaltered perpotuity; this is conser-
watiein, always spp wheraver established intar-
ests exiet, anil never capanle of unminglod sucoces, ba-
canse finite things are always in motion, (r & party
way be based on theorstic nght, and sttiggle un-
relentingly to conform soolety to the absolute law of
Truth ané Justics; and this, which is the party of an-
thusinsts, can likewise never perfactly succesd, be-
cause the moterinle of which society is vomposed par.
take of imperfection; aud to extirpats
perfect would lead te the destruction of socisty itaulf,

. it):hlba |
k|
0 Doars Wvoat | the most perfoct in ita relations with the Lufaite.

And there may bo a third party, which seeks to recon- |
cile the two, but which yet cam never thrive by itself, |

since it depends for it opportunity of activity on the

| previous antagonism of the olhers. Withowt all the |

thires, the fates could not spin their thread. Asthe |
motiens of the solar world require the centripetal |

force, which by itselfl alooe would draw all things
into central couinsion; the centrifagal force, which if
uncontrolled would hurl the planets oo & tangent into
infinite space; aud lastly, that reconoiling a{justwment,
which preserves the two powers in harmouy; 8o s
cicty always bas within itself the elements of con-
servatism, of absolute right, and of reform.

The present atate of the world 18 accepted by the
wisw and benevolent sa Ms peovssary snd nataral slate.
But &t the same time, the +d  statesman,
whose heart has been purified by the love of ha-
manity aud whose purposs solemnized by fuith in the
immutability of jusice, seeks to apply every g)rﬁadl
ple which in former ages or in bis own the haman
mind may bave mastered, and to make evary sd-

vlzcement that the culture of his time will sustaln. |

In s word, be will never omit as opportunity w lif
the world out of the inferior sphere of its actaal and
patural condition into the bigher and bettar sphore,
1hat is Dearer to ideal perfection.

The merits of statesmen are to be testad by this
eriterion. | speak of the judgment of humaaity, not
of the opinion of classes. The Istter exalt, gven
deify tbe sdvocates of their selfishness; and often
measure out thelr praise by the degree of dariog,
with which nght and truth have been made to succumb

to thelr interests.  They lavish lsurels all the more |

profusely to hice the baldoess of their herves. But rep-
ptation so imparted is like everything cles, that rests
oily on the finite.  Vain is the applause of factions,
or ike sullrages of those whose fortunss are banetited
fate so aitnined, must pass away like the interests of
clemses, but the name of those who have studied the
will-bedng of their fellow.men, sud in their geoerntiion
have sought to raise the world from the actusl to the
lideal, is repeated in Al the temples of humanity, and
lives not ouly io its inteiligence, but in is
These are they, whose glory calumuy cantet tarul
por pride beat down, Counecting themselves with
man's sdvascement, thelr axam never loses it
lustre; and the echo of their footateps is board

outall time with sympathy and love.

The peecasity of the progress of the race follows
therefore, from the fact, that the grest Author of all
truth Las left it in ite immutability to be observed,
i bas endowed wan with the powar of observation
and geverslization. Precisely the same conclusions
will sppear, if we contemplate society from the point
of view of the ouity of the universe. The uachasag-
ivg charscter of law is the only hasis on which cos-
tingous action can rest. Without it man would be
but as the traveler over endless mornssos; the buildec
on quickrands; the mariner without -*o.‘l‘l:.ll- or
rodder, driven ely whith ver ¢ cng.l:}
winds may bow. The universe is the refex
i of its ereator. * The true work of art,” says
mﬁul Angeio, *is bat & shadow of the Divige par-
feetiope. . We may say in & more general manaer,
thst SEAUTY ITSELF I8 BCT THE sESSIBLE INAGE OF
THE 180(31TE; that all ereation is the afflaence of the
Almighty, not sa the result of caprice, but flowing
;::‘d'ﬁﬂ' ::]ncn-uh“;.ln‘ [ :oda:;:u &npm—

is alwaye i course , %0 the regu-
Providence

*
i

lating mind is a livieg % ¥ mani-
festing itself anew. 1f his designs be thwartad,
we should lose the grest evidence of his unity, as wall
as the anchor of our own hope.

Harmony s the charscteristic of the world of intal-
ligenoe; and imenutable laws of moral existancs must
pecvade all time, snd all space, ail ages and all worlds.

structing seiences, promulgatiog laws, orgsaizing

eommouwealths, and displasying ite energies in the |

wisible movement of its intelligence.  OF all pursaits
that require analysia, bistory, therefors, stamls tirst.
1t is equal to phi y: for na certain as the sciual
bodies forth the ideal, »o certain does bistory contain
an!muphy. It is grander than the uatural soiences;
or ita study in man, the laat work of crustion, and

In surveying the sbhort period during which man
Bas Leen the tenang of the carth, the proofs of pro-

griss are eo sbundant that we do sot know with |

which of them to begio, or how they should be clas-
sified. He is scon in the earliest stages of society,
bare of abstract truth, unskilled in the wethods of -
duction, and bardly emancipated from beudage to the
maierial universe  How wooderful is it, then, that &
being whose first condition was s wask, so bumble,
wnil 2o naked, and of whom no mosument older than
forty centuries can be found, should have accamu-
Inted such fruitful stores of intelligeuce and bave st
toived to such pertection of culture!

Lovk roand upon this beautiful earth, this tempe-
rate zouy of the solarsystem, and sed how much man
bas doce for it subjection and adoroment; makiong
the wilderness blossoin with cities, and the seemingly
inhospitsble sea cheerfully wocial with the rchly
freighted oot of world-wide commarce. | Look also
at the coudition of socioty, and consider by what
amenitics barbsrism bas been softened nod reflned;
what guaraniees of intelligence and liborty have su-
perteaed the [awiesenses of brute furoe, and what co-
pious interchanges of thouglt and love have taken
the place of the sembre stolidity of the savage. I'he
wenderings of the nativas are greater now than they
have ever Leen in tima past, sod productive of ha
pirer resulis.  Peaceful ration rels more myr
in motion than all the hordes of armed barbarians,

1par- | whetlier Gauls or Scythians, (othe er Huos, North-
all that is im- |

men or Sarscens, that ever burst from the ateppes of
Asis and the Northern ourseries of men. Our own
city gives evidence ihat the civilized world is beoom-
ing one federative; for, if you enter the atorshonses
ofvur merchinate, you bebiokd collected thers for man's
nse, Ihl'rmduﬂl of gvery region, from furs that are
whitered by arctic snows to the wpices which sre
ripeued by the burulng sun of the equater; and if you
cluesify its luhabitants, you fiud :d)uuph which s the
reprecentative of all the cultivated natious of Earope.

Svers clime b tasked nlso to enlarge the boundaries
of houwledge, The minerals that Lis ou the penks of
the Himalayss, the animalsthat hide in the deosest
Jjungles of Africs, the fowers that hloom in the soli-
tudes of Sumaira, or Sbe trackless swamps along the
Amezon, are brought within the observation sad do-
Al of sicuce.

With equal diligence the internal structurs of planta
and animals has been subjected to 0T
may gaze with sstonlskment at the advances which
the past fifty years bave made in the science of com-
parati “.;N‘, iology, By w most laboriows and long-
continaed use of the wicroscope, and by & vast num-
ber of careful aed wivate dissections, man bhas gained
such insight into acimal being, as not culy to define
ita primary proups, but aluost lo deaw the i arche-
:Lp. that proceded their creation. Not coutent with

e stady of his own izativn and the comparison
of it with the Fauua of every zone, ho hina bean able
to count the pulsations of the Loart of & catarpiliar, to
watch the flow of bleod through the veing of the nilk-
worm, to eoumarate the millioss of living u.l:r- hat
dwell i 8 drup of water; to take the cousua of crea-
tugrs #o small that parts of their mernbers remain in-
visible to the must ul microscope. Lo trace ths
luggs of the insect which fosts o Syly o the ilm-
bLer fans of its wings, and revels in full fruitiva of
its transcendent powers of motion.

The sstronomer, too, has s perfected his akill that
Lie has weighed iuthe balsace some, eveu, of the
stars, and marked the course and the time of their
revolutions; while, within the limits of our own ays-
taw, bie hine watehed the pertursations of the w .
ing firvs, till he bas schieved bis crowning victory by
discovering @ proovs the existence asd the place of aa
taterior plapet.

I bave reminded you of the fow canturics
which man haa lu-u“ :hml:::;:uem, aud of the

proportion that the contary bears o
whola period of his existence I..;“.{ considur
this more 1y in ref to his conditios; for [
dage aasert that 1o some branches of humasa achieve
ment, the baif century we cowmmemernic has dove
wore for his instruetivn and improvemect than all
whi b went hefors

I do uot bere refer to our own country, becanse it
s alu ru-u pew, though ita growth merits s passing
remnsk; for within this time the area of oar land has
been 20 extended that s wimilar incresss duriag two
more such pariods would carry the stars aod wiripes
1o the polar ice and to the isthinus; whils our popu-
lation has so multiplisd that it now exeseds five times
over all who existed at the ead of the two
vious centuries, and probabl
generations that aleep be
ratber of resuits in which the
share, and [ will begin the
to st lmprovement which we ma
Your b o ia

ome of our members, and
asother to Bopzmr Fuirox ssd ta Houser R
Liviveetox.

We

The same oy ity over all ag time be-
lapgs to this age in nLum to construction of
the meansof internal eommunication. What are o
m':“m!;mrlm::hd travel and of commence that
ex elore proseni eeutary, compared with
the carals aud rallroads ruu:ruwnj wour timea' 1
ahail not pause to eatimate the namber of Lhrse ”2’
made tighwars. their sullective leagth, their on -
ty torjourre) wgs and for trade. | leave to otdere
to contrast the oecasionsl Oricutal or African carne
van,with the daily freigit-traln on ooe of our iren path-
wars, the post chaise, tha stage-comch, and the dil-
gence with the lucessant muvementin the canal boate
and the Sving ears of the milromd. Yetin Your pres-
encs, ms brothers, remenbenng the eloven men whe,
fifly years ngo met and organised oursociety, [ must,
for an inatant, direct your stteution to the system
which copnectsoar own Hudson with the basins of the
8¢, Lawrence, of 1he Dalaware, of the Susquehanna
sad of the Mississippl. This magaificent work, one
of the noblest trivmphs of civilzed msa, o friendly
to peace and industry, to nativesl uuica and glory
was effected through the special instrwmentality of
one of our orgi foundors and most sciive mem-
bers: the same Dk Witt Crintoy, who in the days
when the Uity of New York gloried in her enlighten-
ed magistracy, was at the bead of ber municipal gov-
Wumesl, esteeming it & of his publio duty to
care disinterestedly for the welfare of scicnos, and
the fawe of the great men of the country.

balf cen'ury which we commemaorate, is found
to retain the same character of superiority, if we com-
sider the study it bas made of the histery of the
earth, ( L, in that time, has assumed & se-
vere scientific” form, doing the hi honor, [
will mot say, to the indlvidual men who have
been concerred in the purseil, but to homan ne-
ture itself. by the imperturbable serenity with whioh
seaming contindictions bave been studied ull
bave been found to conlirm the general laws,
men have been able to di in some dogree, the
chrovedogy of the earth. to demonatrars the regular-
ity of ita atrmcture where it seemed most disturbed ;
and -hmnqnn:w was at (sult, and the teail of

er foutst to the just arr
of strata that had besn crushed into soofusion, or
turned over in apparently insxplicable and

ous folvs, And thus the geologist bas beea abie to
peruse the rocky tablets on which timi hevered na-
ture has set her insceip He has opencd the
massive sepulchres of departeds forms of being, and
bas pored over the coplous records rod there im
stote, til they bave revealed the majestic march of
creative powsr, from the orgasism of the soophyte sa-
tombed (o the Jowest depthe of Silaria, through all
the rising gradations of animal Lie, up to ite sub-
limest resuit o Gud like man.

Aguin: It is only i our day that the sua has hess
taught to do the work of au artist, and in obedicnce
to wan's will, the great wave of light in its incon-
eelvable swiftucss of motion is compelled to deline-
ate with inimitable exactness soy om;d that the eye
of day looks upon,

Of 1he nature of electrisity, more has baen disocow.
ered in the last fifty years than in all past time,
B0t oven excepting age when our own PFrank-
lin ealled it from the clouds. This serial invisible

wer bas learnt to fly ms wan s faithful messenger,

| the wmystiv wires tremble with his Ious
bear bis crrands on the w of lightning. He di-
winen how this ageney which holds the globe in ite in-

wistble embrace guides Hoating atoms te their places
in the crystal; or teackes the winersl nunhlllui
which they abonld move, where to assem’le

and where to lie down and take their rest. [t whis-
pers t the meteorologist the secrets of the atmosphare
and the skies. For the ohemist in his labaratary it pur-
ferts Wie instruments of beat, disaoives the closest af-
finities aud reunites the sundored oloments. It joing
the artisan at bis toil, and dusily smployed at his side
this ;:lll-um ::i lmﬂi‘lhl of #x stences otly. aad
carefully re ures the designs of the engraver nr
the pinstic art, aud disposes the metal with s akillful
delicacy aud exactness which the most ponsammase
wot kman cannot rival.  Nay more: it enters into the
Nmf:lilinl of man himsell, and i aver proseut as
the wmost witoess of his thoughts and volitions
These nre discoveries of our lime.

Bot enough of this contrast of the achievement of
ouo age with that of all preceding once. It may ssom
to be st vasiance with our theme, that as republican
Institutions gain ground, Wotan sppesrs less on the
theater of eventa, She, whosa prevence in this briney
world s aa & lily among thoros whaese smilo is plons-
ant like the light of morniog, and whosa u-‘- tha

ate of heaven; ahe, whom usture 8o rev that the
fmely veil of hor apirit s the best t emblom
of beauty, n-l-un o "“"‘!‘“’:. Aruies or ﬂ;e n -
rume over legislniion Yot the progress of |
l;hih it has wade ber leea conspivuous in hh&tﬁ

avents, bas redesmed ber iuto the jon of the
full dignity of her nature, has m bor uot man's
slave, but his panion, his Uor, and fallow-

martyr; and, for an oconsionnl ascsndency in politiosl
affaire  has substituted the upiform nymant
of domestio equality. I'he avenus to active peblis life
seema closed against her, but without impairing hee
power over mind, or har fame. The lyre is as abe-
dient to ber touck, the muse as somiog Lo her eall, &8
to that of mon: and truth (o its purity Snds 0o more
honorid iuterpreter,

When comparimens are drawn botween longer pe-
riocs of time, the progress of the raco appaars from
the chango in the condition of man himsslf. Time
kuows no boller mission than to sssert the rights of
Inbor, and it has not been uomiodful of the duty.
Were Aristotls and Plato to come back to our
they would find ne contrast mora complote than he-
tween the workshops of Atheus, and thoss of New-
York. A:l Athens n-hlv.u P";ith..dr‘b“ mgchnnig
arta; nor did 18 ocenr to the pu ul the Academy,
that the world could do ite wui:k wxoept by the use of
slaves, But bere Inbor s diguified and vnootled. s
it demerves, ano hos m righit to be. The mochanic in
bis freedom bnows how to command the powers of
pature by rendering filinl ohedlence to llur: . his
denire of success in hin ocogpation, whether i the
slipyard, or the iron-works, or wherever alss ho ls -
found. eompels him to be the diligent, persever:
and honest investigator of truth; at his daily toil
stands face to faes with the laws of crestion, so that
|t(a:ny be raid of Lim that like Esoch, *'he walks with
o,

The fifty years which we celehrate, have takem
mighty strides toward the sbolition of servitude.
Pruss's, in the boar of its sufferings and its groatest
calamitien, renovated (e exiatence ":-rtlf by the vs-
tablskment of schools, and partly by changing its
serfs iuto a proprietary pessantry. In Hungary the
sttempt toward preserving the nstioaslity of the
Magyar may have failed: the last vestiges of bond-
age bave been offaced, aud the Lolders of the plow
bave become the owners of themselves of it soil.

1f events do. na 1 believe, correpond te the
Divine ides; if God i the fountain of all good-
ness—ihe inspirer of true affoction—the soarce of
all intelligenese—thers in nothing of s ’vul o=
ment to the race as the conoeption of his ex-
is ence, and 8 true appreb o of his rulations te
man wust constitute the turniog point io the progroes
of the world, And it bas been s0. A better knowl-
edge of his nature is the dividing line that separstes
ancient bistory from moderu—the old time from the
neow. The thought of Divise unity se wn absolute
cause was familiar to antiquity: but the andivided
testimony of toe records of all caltivated nations
showa that it ook no buld of the lar affections.
Fhilwophers might conesive th ivine unity e
purest sction, uxmxed with matter; na fate, ho!
the wuiverse in it invincible, unrelentiog graap, &8
reawan, going furth to the work of creation; ss the

primal source of the ideal -mbuqtr. e to
which the world was fashioned; s boundless power,
carelces of boundless eristence. as the infinite one

slumbering unconsciously in the iofite all. Nothing
of thia could teke bold of the common mind, or make
** Poor and Baallm
Formabe their tessplea dim ™

or throw down the altars of superstition,
For the regeneration of the world, it waa requisito
that the Divise Being sbould euter into m’ﬁ-«.

reapecting His eseence; that He should be known st
unly o an sbetract and sbeolute cause, but A & per-
feof Being, from whoss perfect nature the anivers: s
an efffuence; rot as s distant Providence of infinite
puwer, er uncertain or lactive will, but as ﬂnm
ett in the Bed; Lot er ab abeoiuln law-giver,
the material world, and all morsl and lotelligaat ex-
istepoe, in the chaine of necessity but as & creative
spirit, indwe lling io man—bis follow -worker and guide.
When the Divine Beiog was thus presonted Lo the
soul, He touched st onco Man's aspiratioos, atfoctiung
and intellige pee, and faith is Hun siok into the in-
wloat beart of bumapity. In vain did the proud aad
awbitivus Arius seek to 0':1:'{ spiritaal fruth with
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enceptions of hevism, to
g;,:ﬁ“,ﬁ?’; l‘m'nl to rahordinate ita mfm
Foe gt of geeacy, e acy o g
s chongos riven from the ,l.u.' 'hu. ’.a,wlld -
aroth was eelipaed, and Osiris was seen no more in
.':;p:‘m u':lrnn. then might ?’::obrm hlﬁl:.o

falling tem of Polytheism;
:u-i of them, came thnflzuuu which Mh-‘ﬁu-
Earth in happiest union.
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